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       Banff Primary School
  Newsletter

       November 2017

Academy Drive
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AB45 1BL                                                                                     
Telephone:
 01261 813100
Email: banff.sch@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 

Website: www.banff-pri.aberdeenshire.sch.uk 

School information line for snow closures, etc:

0870 054 4999 PIN 021320
Winter Wonderland
Winter Wonderland is our Christmas school fundraising event with over 30 stalls, photos with Santa and surprise guests. Come and enjoy a hot chocolate and listen to our choir sing to get you in a festive mood as well as support the school. The fun starts from 6.30pm – 8.30pm on Thursday 30th November 2017.
New Staff
We have new members of staff joining Banff Primary in November as follows Mrs J Green and Mrs V McCaskill are both Teachers of ASL and will start here on 27th November 2017.
As part of the Pupil Equity Funding we have recruited a Barnardo’s Project Worker, Mrs Shona Watson who will start work on 20th November 2017.
Staffing
Miss L McGregor P6/7 teacher will be covering the Enhanced Provision class P1-3 on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday until the 24th November. Mrs B West and Mrs S Esslemont will be teaching the P6/7 class.
Global App
Primary 7 classes have been creating an ‘app’ with the Global App Group which takes you on a trail of Banff and Duff House. This will be a great resource for visitors to Banff and for the local community. This is part of the Banff Regeneration project. More details   will follow regarding the launch date.
Remembrance Sunday
Banff Primary will be laying a wreath at the War Memorial on Sunday 12th November and the school choir will be singing at the Remembrance Service in Banff Church. The service will start at 10.50am.
Reporting to Parents
The School Reporting Calendar has been updated and a copy is attached.
Children in Need
The P1-3 Superheroes group have arranged to sell ‘Pudsey Ears’ in school during break time each day at a cost of £2.50 each. We have a large stock so please buy them from the school. They will be on sale again next week.
Pudsey will be visiting the school on Wednesday 15th November 2017 to take part in an assembly. Please see the letter from the ‘Super Heroes’ with all the other fund raising activities taking place next week.

Donation 
Thank you to Mr & Mrs Milne for donating £250 to Banff Primary Enhanced Provision. The money was raised at a celebration of a special birthday for Mr Milne.
School Lunch
The only sandwiches available each day will be as stated on the menu. Quite a few children are asking for different sandwiches each day but due to Aberdeenshire School meal policy this is not possible.
Christmas Lunch 
Christmas Lunch will take place on Thursday 14th December 2017. A separate letter will be issued where pupils can order the lunch in advance.
Christmas Jumper Day 
Banff Primary will be taking part in ‘Christmas Jumper Day’ on Friday 15th December 2017. Pupils can wear a Christmas jumper or decorate their school jumper with something Christmas related.
Christmas Concert 
All classes from P1 – P7 will be taking part in a Christmas concert on Friday 15th December 2017 in the school hall. The concert will start at 9.30am for all parents and families.

 Christmas Parties 
Christmas parties will be held in the school hall at 1.30pm – 3pm on the following dates:

P1 
Monday 18th December

P2 & P3 Tuesday 19th December
P4 & P5 Wednesday 20th December

P6 & P7 Thursday 21st December.

Christmas Service
The Christmas Service will take place on Friday 22nd December 2017 at 9.30am in Banff Church.

Christmas Tree 
We have been working with the Banff Christmas Lights group and agreed that the Banff Christmas Tree usually located in Low Street will be placed in front of the old school building this year. The tree will be decorated with decorations made by the pupils. A competition is being held and the pupil who designs the best decoration will get to switch the lights on. This will take place on Thursday 7th December. The school choir will be singing at the event.
School Choir
The school choir have been invited to perform at a number of events next term as follows – 

Remembrance Sunday on 12th November, ATC on 25th November, Winter Wonderland on 30th November, Banff Christmas Lights switch on 7th December, Tesco 18th December, Airlie Gardens 19th December.  
Attendance
Attendance at school is closely monitored by Aberdeenshire Council and it is important to arrive at school for 8.55 am each day. It is also important for family holidays to be taken within the school holidays as time off for holiday during the school term is recorded as unauthorised absence. Pupils can also miss significant parts of their learning and it is not possible for teachers to go over what has been missed.
Education Scotland
The School and Nursery Action plans have now been completed based on the Summary of Inspection findings and are available to view on the school website.
We are working on developing and improving the curriculum and have formed staff focus groups to look at reading, listening and talking, mental maths and problem solving. We have developed a new approach to planning learning teaching and assessment in line with national guidelines. During the INSET days in November we will be receiving training in Reflective Reading strategies and Visible Learning. Visible Learning is a whole school approach to improving the learning, teaching and attainment of all pupils. The Pupil Equity Funding is being used to support the Visible Learning development.
In Nursery they have been working on improving the curriculum, planning learning, teaching and assessment. They have developed an improved approach to self- evaluation using How Good is Our Early Learning and Childcare.
Class Dojos Parental Consent
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This school year many of our classes will be using Class Dojo, a free and secure online platform where teachers and students can collaborate and share content, to supplement in-class learning.  Class Dojo is where teachers and students build their classroom culture. They choose skills and values – things like creativity or teamwork – and share feedback on progress with each other. The Class Dojo is safe and secure and the children really enjoy using it. Please can we ask you to sign the consent form and return it to school as soon as possible. 
 Snow Closures
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As winter approaches, please remember the procedure for finding out if Banff Primary School is closed. There are 2 main ways – the School information line for snow closures, etc:

0870 054 4999 PIN 021320 and the Aberdeenshire Council school closure website: http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/closures/default.aspx 
When checking to see if the school is closed or not if the message on the phone line doesn’t say it’s closed that day then it will be open.  On the school closure website all open schools are listed at the bottom of the page under those that are closed.  We will always try to make a decision by 7.30am but this isn’t always possible because of changing conditions.
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School Events:  November - December 2017
	Date
	Event

	12th November 2017
	Remembrance Service, Banff Church

	13th November 2017
	INSET Day 

	14th November 2017
	INSET Day

	15th November 2017
	Children In Need Assembly

	17th November 2017
	Children In Need Day

	30th November 2017
	Winter Wonderland, Banff Primary School

	8th December 2017
	Nursery Nativity

	11th December 2017
	Pantomime – Dick Whittington

	11th December 2017
	New Nursery Pupils Induction

	11th December 2017
	Sticky Kids Performance - Nursery

	14th December 2017
	Christmas Lunch

	15th December 2017
	Christmas Jumper Day

	15th December 2017
	Christmas Concert

	18th December 2017
	P1 Christmas Party

	19th December 2017
	P2 & P3 Christmas Party

	20th December 2017
	P4 & P5 Christmas Party

	21st December 2017
	P6 & P7 Christmas Party

	22nd December 2017
	Christmas Service, Banff Church

	Holidays & INSET Days
	

	13th November 2017
	INSET Day

	14th November 2017
	INSET Day

	25th December 2017 – 5th January 2018 inclusive
	Christmas Holiday

	9th February 2018 
	Holiday

	12th February 2018
	Holiday

	13th February 2018
	INSET Day

	14th February 2018
	INSET Day

	30th March – 13th April 2018 inclusive
	Easter Holiday

	7th May 2018
	Holiday

	4th June 2018
	Holiday

	9th July – 17th August 2018 inclusive
	Summer Holiday

	20th August 2018
	INSET Day

	21st August 2018
	School Starts for 2018/19 Session
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