[bookmark: _GoBack]RESPONSIBILITY
As parents we try to keep our children safe. It's something we do without question. We tell them about staying away from strangers, not to touch anything that isn't theirs, have zero tolerance for bullying and about being respectful to other people. We help them become more responsible by setting them a good example. 
Unfortunately there appears, on occasions, to be a problem associated with the same responsibility when it involves internet and social media use. The Internet is a great resource and a great place for children to learn but limitations have to be set. It’s the parent’s duty to monitor their child’s internet use, set manageable boundaries, ensure their child's safety when they are online and to make sure their conduct doesn't offend others or even become criminal. We parents provide the means for children to access the internet so it’s the parent’s responsibility to police it. I KNOW! IT’S NOT EASY!  Unfortunately some children overstep the mark and mistakes are made. This can lead to unnecessary contact with the police.  The following crime is the most common in relation to criminal internet, social media and mobile phone use; 
Communications Act 2003, Section 127 - It's an offence to use a public electronic communication network such as a telephone, mobile phone or internet to send anything Abusive, Threatening, Offensive or Indecent.

Please don’t allow your child to stray down that path. It’s up to you to set the example so they can see it isn’t OK to be offensive, threatening or even disrespectful. It isn’t something that’s acceptable. The world is full of keyboard warriors - we don’t need anymore. It doesn't help.

If you need a bit of help with the online world I’ve picked out a few websites that are full of really good tips and information. Use them, it costs nothing to look. They cover issues relating to setting privacy on your internet browser or on specific applications. Many of them have safety tips for safe gaming, Cyberbullying and how to help your children spot problems before they become problems. With specific reference to gaming there are also easy explanations of the PEGI age rating system to ensure your child only has access to age relative games. It’s like cinema ratings - because you wouldn’t take your child to see an 18 rated film - would you?

www.kidsmart.org.uk		www.nspcc.org.uk	       		  www.thinkuknow.co.uk

www.childnet.com	  		www.saferinternet.org.uk         	  www.childline.org.uk

www.internetmatters.org
[image: ]If you need any further information or you wish to discuss the content of this message please contact me at Banff Police office.
Michael Taylor, PC9081, School Liaison Officer, Banff
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