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       Banff Primary School
  Newsletter

       October 2017

Academy Drive

Banff
AB45 1BL                                                                                     
Telephone:
 01261 813100
Email: banff.sch@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 

Website: www.banff-pri.aberdeenshire.sch.uk 

School information line for snow closures, etc:

0870 054 4999 PIN 021320

MacMillan Coffee Morning
Thank you to everyone who supporting the MacMillan Coffee morning on 29th September 2017, we are delighted to let you know we raised £1040. The money will be donated to the MacMillan Cancer Support group. The hamper was won by Cadi-Li Wood, P1.
Harvest Service
We would like to invite parents and families to join us for our Harvest Service at Banff Church on Friday 13th October at 9.30am. 

There will be a collection at the door for Banff Church, life and work.

Students
We would like to welcome the following students from Aberdeen University who will be working in Banff Primary starting on Monday 30th October 2017 for 4 weeks:
PGDE students Ms Jennifer Jones – P5/6, Ms Julie Anderson – P7 and MA3 student Miss Erin Mutch – P1A.

Early Years Students
The nursery will be supporting HNC students from college in Aberdeen and Elgin for 2 days each week until June 2018. The students are Miss Rachel Sivewright, Miss Korianne Robertson and Miss Rianne Farquhar.
Primary 1 Library Visit –
Badger the Mystical Mutt
Primaries 1A,1B and 1C will be visiting Banff Library on Thursday 12th October 2017 to take part in a visit from authors McNicol & Jackson who will be reading stories to them from their children’s book series ‘Badger the Mystical Mutt’. We have sent an order form home for you to complete and return to school by 12th October should you wish to purchase a book for your child.
Reporting to Parents
The School Reporting Calendar is being reviewed and will be issued to parents once this is complete.
Parent Council AGM
The Parent Council AGM took place on Friday 6th October. There are still spaces available on the Parent Council as we would like to have parent representatives for each class in the school.  It is not a big time commitment as there is usually just 1 meeting a term. If you are interested in supporting the school through Parent Council please contact the chairperson Mrs Lisa Davidson or Mrs Alison Greenlaw or the school office.
Halloween Disco 
The Parent Council have organised a Halloween Disco on Thursday 2nd November 2017 for P1 – P3 from 5.30pm – 6.45pm and P4- P7 from 7pm – 8.15pm 
Attendance
Attendance at school is closely monitored by Aberdeenshire Council and it is important to arrive at school for 8.55 am each day. It is also important for family holidays to be taken within the school holidays as time off for holiday during the school term is recorded as unauthorised absence. Pupils can also miss significant parts of their learning and it is not possible for teachers to go over what has been missed.
Parent Helpers
Thank you to the parents who volunteered to help in school, applications are now being processed and we hope to have them complete very soon. 
Flu Jab
The Flu jab immunisations will take place on 2nd & 3rd November 2017 in school for those pupils where consent has been given by parents.
Parent Meetings/Christmas Card Artwork
Parent Meetings with class teachers will take place on Wednesday 11th October 2017 from 3.30pm – 6pm. 
Pupils Christmas Card artwork will be on display during parent meetings when you will be able to place an order.
Big Conversation Questionnaire
Thank you to everyone who completed the questionnaire and returned it to school. The results are now being collated and sent to Maria Walker, Director of Education and Children’s Services.
Education Scotland
The Education Scotland inspection report has been issued along with the Summary of Inspection findings. We are in the process of finalising our action plan detailing the improvements required to move the school forward, a copy will be made available for parents to view. We will let you know the progress being made in our monthly newsletter. During this term we have been working on improving the curriculum and making links to our learning and teaching with our unique setting in Banff.
The nursery are working on improving planning for learning and self-evaluation using How Good is our Early Learning and Child Care.

Dogs on School Grounds
For health and safety reasons dogs should not be walked in the school grounds or be in the school grounds when parents come to drop off and collect pupils.
Bikes to School
Just a reminder that pupils should always wear a helmet when riding their bike to school and stay safe when on the streets and the playground. Recently we have had complaints regarding some of our pupils putting themselves and drivers at risk as they are not being safe out on the streets. 
Internet Safety
[image: image9.emf]We have attached information from PC Taylor, School Liaison Officer regarding supporting your child to stay safe when using the internet and social media. In school we are often made aware that some of our pupils are accessing information on the internet that is not age appropriate.
Class Dojos Parental Consent
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This school year many of our classes will be using Class Dojo, a free and secure online platform where teachers and students can collaborate and share content, to supplement in-class learning.  Class Dojo is where teachers and students build their classroom culture. They choose skills and values – things like creativity or teamwork – and share feedback on progress with each other. In order for your child to use this platform, he or she must have your permission, and you must read and agree to the Terms of Service. Please see the letter regarding class Dojos and provide your consent by signing and returning the letter as soon as possible. 
School Library Volunteers
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Thank you to the parents who have volunteered to help in our school library. The volunteer recruitment process should be completed soon after the holidays and training will be arranged.
School Choir
The school choir has been invited to perform at a number of events next term as follows – 

Remembrance Sunday, Air Corps Christmas Fair, Winter Wonderland and Banff Christmas Lights switch on.  Before we commit we would like to check availability and have sent a letter home with pupils in the choir. Please complete the form to let us know if your child will be able to attend and return it to school by Friday 13th October.
Banff Church Clubs
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Thur 19 Oct – Autumn activities at Duff House led by Beth – 10am – 12 noon
Thur 26 Oct + 

Friday 27 Oct – Super hero, Super Science at Banff Parish Church Hall 10.30 a.m. – 12 noon

Sunday 29 Oct – Movie Morning – 10.30 a.m.
All events are free – for more details please contact Church Office on 01261 818211 or Facebook pages Banff & King Edward Parish Churches
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School Events:  October - December 2017
	Date
	Event

	11th October 2017
	Parent Meetings 3.30 -6pm

	12th October 2017
	P1A,1B and 1C visit to Banff Library

	13th October 2017
	Harvest Service, Banff Church

	2nd November 2017
	Halloween Disco

	2nd and 3rd November 2017
	Flu immunisations

	12th November 2017
	Remembrance Service, Banff Church

	30th November 2017
	Winter Wonderland, Banff Primary School

	Holidays & INSET Days
	

	16th – 27th October 2017 inclusive
	October Holiday

	13th November 2017
	INSET Day

	14th November 2017
	INSET Day

	25th December 2017 – 5th January 2018 inclusive
	Christmas Holiday

	9th February 2018 
	Holiday

	12th February 2018
	Holiday

	13th February 2018
	INSET Day

	14th February 2018
	INSET Day

	30th March – 13th April 2018 inclusive
	Easter Holiday

	7th May 2018
	Holiday

	4th June 2018
	Holiday

	9th July – 17th August 2018 inclusive
	Summer Holiday

	20th August 2018
	INSET Day

	21st August 2018
	School Starts for 2018/19 Session
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